
 

 

From the  

President’s Desk 
 

The month of October was busy as 
usual for your Chamber. On October 
1st the Chamber sponsored our 3rd Po-
litical Candidates Forum for this year. 
Thanks to the Town of Didsbury who 
graciously donated the use of the 
MPR for this forum. We had a small 
turn out, but a very active question 
period. 

After many hours of hard work on the 
part of the committee the Small Busi-
ness Week Gala was held on October 
18th and was a great success as usual. 
Congratulations to the Small Busi-
ness of the Year – Grasse Lumber 
and the People’s Choice Award win-
ner – Ulla La Boutique. Great repre-
sentatives of the fine businesses that 
we have in Didsbury. 

The following week things got started 
on Country Christmas and the ready-
ing of the lights for hanging. There 
was a work party held on November 
2/08 to get the lights and garland 
ready and the lights started going up 

on November 3rd. Again, many thanks 
for the volunteers who are involved 
with helping Linda Plewis and Ursula 
Krebs with this huge task. 

The Country Christmas committee will 
be out on the street this week with in-
formation and registration forms. The 
date is November 28th, 2008. Please get 
your registration forms back in as 
quickly as possible so that we can get 
the advertising out there. 

Our next General Meeting will be No-
vember 12th. The speaker will have a 
presentation on theft and vandalism and 
their prevention. Sounds exciting! De-
tails are below. Hope to see you there! 

Our community lost a great business-
man and friend this month, Mr. Roy 
Brassard. Our thoughts and prayers go 

out to the family. 

General Meeting:  Nov. 12th 

Place:  5-0 Club, Dinner $18.50 

Menu:  Italian 

Time:  Dinner 6:00 PM 

Meeting:  7:00 PM 

Your source for up-to-date information about your Chamber, 
Chamber members and the activities the Chamber undertakes 

on your behalf. 

 

People’s Choice Award Goes To... 

For the third year in a row, the 
Chamber of Commerce hosted the 
People's Choice Award for Small 
Business Week. A total of 362 votes 
were cast for 14 different businesses!  

 

With a unique approach to "courting 
votes", the Ulla-La Boutique was the 
winner, hands down! For every bal-
lot cast for them, the ladies at Ulla-
La gave one dollar to the Cody Do-
lan fund, aimed to help the young 

Didsbury boy as he battles cancer. As a 
result, almost 300 ballots were cast for 
the boutique. Ulla-La joins previous 
People's Choice winners: Mugs Coffee 
House (2006) and the Didsbury Munici-
pal Library (2007). 
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Tradeshow Committee Meeting November 10th 

Train Station—7:00 PM  

Chamber General Membership Meeting November 12th 

Health Services Fall Tea & Bake Sale November 28th 

Didsbury Country Christmas November 28th 

Rosebud Run Sleddog Race January 24 & 25 

Didsbury Art, Travel & Trade Expo April 4 & 5 

Noteworthy Dates: 
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Fall Tea 
 & 

 Bake Sale 
Didsbury & District Health 
Services Auxiliary is hav-
ing their Fall Tea and Bake 
Sale on November 28th 
from 2—4 PM at Unit #3 
at the Hospital.   

There will be a bake sale, 
crafts and White Elephant 
sales as well as the tea.  
There will a door prize as 
well.  

The Chamber congratulates 
Grasse Lumber Sales as the 
winner of the 2008 Small Busi-
ness of the Year Award!  

 

Grasse Lumber began in a 30 
foot trailer and has grown over 
the past 14 years to almost 
4,000 square feet of retail space 
serving builders and homeown-
ers with building materials, 
hardware, drywall, and insula-
tion. Lowell Grasse of Grasse 
Lumber has watched his busi-
ness grow exponentially over 
the years, and the addition of 
plumbing and electrical supplies 
has proven to be a significant 
milestone as the business now 
offers the complete 
package.  
 
Add to that the sale 
of windows and 
paint, and you have 
a business that puts 
the “local” in your 
“Local First” shop-
ping experience. 
Lowell actively 

supports organizations in Dids-
bury, such as the Lions Club for 
their playhouse raffle, and the Ag 
Society and Zion Youth Group 
with temporary shelters for their 
activities.   

  

The Chamber also congratulates 
this year’s nominated busi-
nesses: Didsbury Value Drug 
Mart, Unique Stained Glass 
Works, and Webb’s Bulk Food 
Store. 
 

 

 
 

Grasse Lumber Named Small Business of the Year! 

Cody Dolan Benefit 

Family and friends of Cody Do-
lan invite you and your family to 
the Cody Dolan Benefit, a Live 
and Silent Auction fundraiser on 
Sunday, November 16th at the 
Didsbury Memorial Complex. 

Cody is a student at Westglen 
School who is currently undergo-
ing treatment for cancer. 

The festivities run from 2 – 6 pm 
and include beef-on-a-bun, an 
Astro Gym, and fun for the kids. 

Silent Auction donations can be 
dropped off at Westglen School 
or the Didsbury Dollar Store & 
More. Those wishing to make 
cash donations can do so at the 
Mountain View Credit Union 
(2003 – 20 St). 

For more information, call Kathy 
at 403-335-8883 or Karen at 
403-335-8220. 



 

 

ACC Group Insurance  

Didsbury Chamber of Commerce mem-
bers are eligible to enroll in the Alberta 
Chambers Group Insurance Program.  
The program itself is far to extensive to 
cover in a small medium like TGIT, 
however, if you are interested in obtain-
ing more information about the ACC 
Group Insurance Program, please con-
tact the Chamber office at 335.3265  

Get 

 involved 

Volunteer  

Today! 

MISSION:  MISSION:  MISSION:  MISSION:  The Didsbury & District Chamber of 

Commerce is a community-based volunteer 

business organization, whose purpose is to 

support, promote, nurture, and educate for the 

improvement of our business community 

Didsbury Trade Show Right Around the Corner 

As 2008 comes to an end, the 
2009 Didsbury Art, Travel & 
Trade Expo (formerly Didsbury 
Trade Show) Committee mem-
bers are gearing up for another 
fantastic sell-out show! It's hard 
to believe this will be the 24th 
year and discussions have 
started for our Silver Anniver-
sary in 2010! 

We are pleased to welcome 
back, by popular demand, our 
Show Manager, Joelle Fournier, 

and our Fashion Show Manager, 
Tara Windsor of Wild Rose Event 
Consultants (403-335-4800).  The 
Trade Expo phone has been set 
up, so if you would like to get an 
Exhibitors Package, call Joelle at 
403-335-4893 or e-mail 

 tradeshow@didsburychamber.ca. 

If you are unable to showcase 
your services as an exhibitor, we 
have many great sponsorships 
available, and door prize opportu-

The Didsbury Art, Travel & Trade 
Expo (formerly Didsbury Trade 
Show) Committee is seeking a 
recording secretary. We need 
someone to take minutes at about 
six meetings between November 

Trade Show Needs Your Help! 

10 and March 30th. Meetings 
last about 1 1/2 hours and take 
another hour to type up. If you 
can spare 3 hours a month, we 
could use your help. If you 
know someone who would like 

nities. If you are interested, give 
Joelle a call at 403-335-4893. 

The Art, Travel & Trade Expo 
takes place on April 4 and 5, 
2009. Show Co-Chairs are Greg 
Poirier, AG Foods (403-335-
9800) and Bill Anthony, Unique 
Stained Glass Works (403-335-
2288).  If you have any ideas that 
you would like the committee to 
think about, please know you are 
most welcome to attend the next 
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to get involved in something that 
doesn’t take a lot of personal time, 
please ask them to call the Cham-
ber office at 403-335-3265. 

trailer with all of the items.  Also, 
we are starting a “Count the Tur-
keys” promotion within local busi-
nesses.  There will be Turkey Cut-
outs placed throughout town in lo-
cal businesses, some quite large and 
others that are smaller, requiring a 
little more hunting.  Contestants 
who find ALL the Turkeys will be 
eligible to win a night out in Red 
Deer, including Dinner and 2 tick-
ets to a Red Deer Rebels hockey 
game. 

It’s Hard to believe it’s almost Christmas! 

It’s hard to believe that Christmas is 
just around the corner, especially 
with all this great weather we’ve 
been having.  And with Christmas 
nearing, the Chamber is once again 
preparing for the highly anticipated 
Country Christmas festivities.  
Scheduled for Friday, November 
28th, there are many activities 
planned this year, including several 
new events.  Activities that are con-
tinuing this year include the Horse-
drawn Sleigh Rides, free pictures 
with Santa Claus, Beef on a Bun, 

Turkey Draws and Late Night 
Shopping with local businesses 
staying open until 11pm. 

There are two new events that are 
planned this year.  First, we have 
introduced “Top Up the Trailer” 
which is a donation drive for the 
Food Bank and local charities.  
People are encouraged to bring 
non-perishable food items, toys, 
clothes or any other charitable 
donation to the Train Station, 
with the goal being to fill a horse 



 

 

 Member Survey 
The Chamber would like to call an informal survey of our Members: 
 
Question:  

Would you prefer TGIT to arrive in your:     a.  Inbox     b.  Your post office box     c.  Your fax machine 

 

Please respond to the office either by e-mail to  info@didsburychamber.ca  or by phone or fax to 403.335.3265 
Alternatively, tear off this section and drop it by the office.  Thank you!  

It's time to start putting together some shopping specials for the thou-
sands of people expected to attend the 2009 sleddog races.  The com-
mittee has been working on organizing the races and everything is 
right on schedule.  This year's poster was designed by Drs Kirsten and 
Dave Phillips and it is at the printers - wait till you see it!! They've 
outdone themselves once again.  Check out the website at 
www.rosebudrun.ca for up-to-date information on sponsorships, ways 
you can volunteer, and progress on the trail conditions.   

Rosebud Run Fires Up   
Membership Renewal 

Just a quick reminder to keep 
an eye on your post office 
box—it’s just about time to re-
new your Chamber Member-
ship.  Invoices will be coming 
out in early December.  Any 
questions or concerns, just call 
the office at 335-3265.  
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Congratulations Didsbury!   

What a terrific salute to Didsbury's business 
community at the 2008 Chamber's Small Busi-
ness Gala. The Didsbury & District Chamber of 
Commerce thanks all who attended the banquet, 
laughed with comedian Clark Robertson, and 
took part in the Ducks Unlimited Silent Auction. 
What a great event it was! 
  
The Chamber thanks the Gala Committee of 
Kathleen Windsor and Margo Ward for organiz-
ing such a great show. Special thanks to MCs 
Melanie and Brian Hepp from 96.5 and Rock 
104 radio stations, and sponsors Didsbury Value 
Drug Mart and Windsor Graphics.  We would 
like to thank those businesses who provided door 
prizes and helped make the event so much fun! 
  

For Trees Company Ltd 
Parkland Agri Services 

Didsbury Home Hardware 
Mountain View Liquor & Beer 

Richard Marz, MLA 
M. Lennox & Associates 
Mountain View County 

Ulla-La Boutique 
 

The Committee would like to extend their apprecia-
tion to the following volunteers: members of the 
Didsbury Elks Club (tending bar); Lloyd Kenyon 
and the Didsbury Lions Club (shuttle service); Deb 
Pelletier (50/50 tickets); and volunteers with the 
Carstairs/Didsbury Chapter of Ducks Unlimited 
(silent auction).  We'd also like to thank the staff 
from the Memorial Complex.  Special thanks to 
Margo, Kathleen, Bill, Murray, Darrell, Cheryl, 
Brad, Dionne, and Kim for helping set up the hall, 
and the great crew who stayed to help with clos-
ing.  The Gala is a success because of all these indi-
viduals who so kindly gave of their own time to help 
make everything run smoothly. 
 
Last, but by no means least, the Gala Committee 
would like to thank Wild Rose Event Consultants 
who handled all the ticket sales and organized things 
with all the other contractors. We could not have put 
on such a spectacular event without the guidance and 
expertise of Tara Windsor. 
 

Happy 40th Anniversary!Happy 40th Anniversary!Happy 40th Anniversary!Happy 40th Anniversary!    
Didsbury Elks LodgeDidsbury Elks LodgeDidsbury Elks LodgeDidsbury Elks Lodge 


